[A] 


He 


Mattenah in the name of Samuel: “The law is in accord with him who 
says, ‘One opens, looks into the Torah, and says a blessing.” 


XXVII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 4:1 


WHO READS THE SCROLL MAY STAND OR SIT. [IF] ONE READS IT, [OR IF 1 
TWO READ IT [TOGETHER], THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR OBLIGATION. IN A 
PLACE IN WHICH THEY ARE ACCUSTOMED TO SAY A BLESSING, ONE SAYS A 
BLESSING. [IN A PLACE IN WHICH THEY ARE ACCUSTOMED] NOT TO SAY A 
BLESSING, ONE DOES NOT SAY A BLESSING. ON Monpbay, THURSDAY, AND THE 
SABBATH AT THE AFTERNOON SERVICE, THREE READ [IN THE TORAH]. THEY 
DO NOT ASSIGN FEWER, AND THEY DO NOT ASSIGN MORE, TO THEIR NUMBER. 
AND [ON THOSE DAYS AND OCCASIONS] THEY DO NOT CONCLUDE WITH A 
PROPHETIC LECTION. HE WHO BEGINS THE READING OF THE TORAH AND HE 
WHO COMPLETES THE READING OF THE TORAH SAYS A BLESSING BEFORE AND 
AFTERWARD. 


1:1: [With reference to M. 4:1A, standing or sitting,] is the rule that 
[sitting is all right] after the fact, but to begin with, it is not? And lo, it 
has been taught: Said R. Simeon b. Eleazar, “M’SH B: R. Meir read 
the Scroll of Esther] in the synagogue in Tibeon while sitting down, 
and the members of the synagogue were sitting town. When he 
completed reading it, he gave it to another person, and [the other] said 
a blessing over it” [T. Meg. 2:5H-I]. This is the meaning of the rule of 
the Mishnah: It is permitted to read it standing up, and it is permitted 
to read it sitting down. 


1:2: What is the law as to standing before a scroll of the Torah? R. 
Hilgiah, R. Simon in the name of R. Eleazar: “Before her child [a 
disciple of a sage] one stands up, is it not an argument a fortiori that 
one stands up before the Torah itself?” He who stands up to read in the 
Torah — on what count does he stand? Is it because of the honor 
owing to the Torah or because of the honor owing to the community? 
If you say that it is because of the honor owing to the Torah, then even 
when one is by himself with the Torah scroll, [he must stand up to read 
in it]. If you say that it is because of the honor owing to the community 
still, when he is by himself with the Torah, he still should stand up on 
account of the honor owing to the Torah. If you say so, then even when 
he is not engaged and not reading in the Torah [he still should stand up 
before the Torah]. [Accordingly, one stands up only when reading in 
public. ] 


